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Whilst a whole cluster of newcomers are having
their first foray into the overseas property
market, bagging bargains everywhere from
Bulgaria to Brazil, some pioneers in the more
established markets such as France and Spain
are already on the second or third rung of their
holiday home property ladder.  One old-hand at
the Spanish property market, Dan Eustance,
shares his latest upgrade…

Dan 39, and his partner Sally, from Richmond
in Surrey, have enjoyed many a holiday in their
apartment in La Manga during the past six
years.  However, when little Mia, now 20
months old, arrived on the scene, Dan started
to think about upgrading to a large villa to
accommodate the growing family.  Dan begins,
“The only place we were really considering
buying was at La Manga as it is a world
famous, exclusive resort with outstanding
facilities.  Our first purchase there was a sound
investment and we are certain that the resort
will continue to shine.  Other developments on
the Costa Calida really didn’t hold the same
appeal for us. 

Like all discerning 21st century house hunters,
Dan was scouring the internet for investment
opportunities when he came across Carrington
Estates, a real estate agency specializing in the
sale of plots on the Costa del Sol.  His original
ideas began to change and it soon became
clear that actually the Costa del Sol, with its
extensive infrastructure, could be the perfect
place for the next family home, and
furthermore, he could build the villa himself and
save plenty of euros as a result.  A few weeks
later Dan took himself to the Costa del Sol to
find out more.

Climbing the Spanish
Property Ladder

Dan comments, “Paul Rossiter, the Managing
Director of Carrington Estates, showed me
around a number of projects including those in
San Roque and Sotogrande.  His local
knowledge and vision of what the future held
for the Costa del Sol property market was very
impressive and I felt as though I had a good
insight into the whole region.  Monte Mayor
Golf & Country Club, in the hills surrounding
Benahavís, quickly emerged as the best all-
round prospect.  It was abundantly clear that
Monte Mayor was outselling the competition
and I could see why with its unspoilt
countryside and excellent facilities including an
established golf course and future tennis club
and luxury spa.  It seemed to offer something
for the whole family, an important consideration
as Sally doesn’t ‘do’ golf!  The project is still in
the throes of development, but the potential for
capital appreciation is obvious.  As a member
of Wentworth Club in leafy Surrey, the essential
characteristics of Monte Mayor made me feel
right at home, from the gated security to
privacy and abundance of nature.   However, I
do feel that my handicap will need to improve
before I can tackle the golf course here in a
proficient manner!”

Dan and Sally soon settled on a frontline golf
plot just short of 3,000m2 for around 600,000
euros.  The plot offers privacy and wonderful
golf and sea views with potential for a
significant return on their investment over the
coming years.

Dan finishes, “I hadn’t originally planned to self-
build in Spain but the fact that we liked the
project so much made the decision that much
easier and prompted us to make Monte Mayor
our future Spanish home.  We have obviously

now shelved the original decision to go for a
bigger place on the Costa Calida. Instead, we
will build for ourselves here and end up with a
great villa in a superb location for a lot less
than it would have cost at La Manga.  We are
also considering further investment in the
development since it seems to have such
universal appeal to both investors and end-
users.” 

With the expert guidance of their bilingual
project manager to whom they were referred by
Carrington Estates, Dan and Sally are currently
in the design phase of their project and will
commence building their four bedroom, four
bathroom Andalucian-style home in March
2006.     

For plots within the Costa del Sol area
please contact Carrington Estates 
on 00 34 952 810 868 
email info@carrington-estates.com or 
see www.carrington-estates.com
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